


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opinion Essay Writing Rubric (Grades 3–5) 

 Score  4 3 2 1 
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The response provides thorough and 
convincing support/evidence for the 
writer’s opinion that includes the 
effective use of sources, facts, and 
details. The response includes most of 
the following: 
 
�x Relevant evidence integrated 

smoothly and thoroughly with 
references to sources 
 

�x Effective use of a variety of 
elaborative techniques, 
demonstrating understanding of 
the topic and text 

 
�x Clear and effective expression of 

ideas, using precise language 
 

�x Academic and domain-specific 
vocabulary clearly appropriate for 
the audience and purpose 

 
�x Varied sentence structure, 

demonstrating language facility 

The response provides adequate 
support/evidence for the writer’s 
opinion that includes the use of 
sources, facts, and details. The 
response includes most of the 
following:


